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On both sides of no-man’s land, the trenches erupted. Brown-uniformed men
poured out of the American trenches, gray-green uniforms out of the German.
From my observer’s seat overhead, | watched them throw their helmets in the
air, discard their guns, wave their hands. Then all up and down the front, the
two groups of men began edging toward each other. . . . Hesitantly at first,

‘then more quickly, each group approached the other. Suddenly gray uniforms

mixed with brown. | could see them hugging each other, dancing, jumping.

_Americans were passing out cigarettes and chocolate. | flew up to the French

sector. There it was even more incredible. After four years of slaughter and
hatred, they were not only hugging each other but kissing each other on
both cheeks as well.

EDDIE RICKENBACKER, quoted in Hooray for Peace, Hurrah for War




